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that prevent extremists from stopping
progress and denying people a hopeful world.

I know that’s what President Karzai thinks,
and I know that’s how President Musharraf
thinks. And so—I'm kind of teasing about the
body language for the dinner tomorrow
night, but it’s going to be a good dinner, and
it’s an important dinner.

So, to answer your question, no. What you
perceive as tension is stopping us from bring-
ing high-value targets to justice—quite the
contrary, we're working as hard as ever in
doing that.

President Karzai. On the question of
Waziristan, ma’am, President Musharraf,
when he was in Kabul, explained what they
had done there. My initial impression was
that this was a deal signed by the Taliban—
and then later I learned that they actually
signed with the tribal chiefs. It will have a
different meaning if it is that signed with the
tribal chiefs—that for us, for the United
States, for the allies against terror.

The most important element here is item
number one in this agreement, that the ter-
rorists will not be allowed to cross over into
Afghanistan to attack the coalition against
terror—that is, the international community
and Afghanistan together. We will have to
wait and see if that is going to be imple-
mented exactly the way it is signed. So, from
our side, it’s a wait and see attitude. But,
generally, we will back any move, any deal
that will deny terrorism sanctuary in north
Waziristan or in the tribal territories of Paki-
stan.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank
you.

President Karzai. Thank you, sir.

President Bush. Well done.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
11:37 a.m. in the East Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to senior Al Qaida
associate Omar al-Farouq, who was killed in Iraq
on September 26; Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry, USA,
commander, Combined Forces Command—Af-
ghanistan; President Pervez Musharraf of Paki-
stan; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization; and Gijs de Vries,
counterterrorism coordinator, European Union.
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Statement on the Report of the
Commission on the Future of Higher
Education

September 26, 2006

Today Education Secretary Margaret
Spellings released the report of a commission
whose focus was to help make America’s
higher education system more affordable and
more accessible and to provide parents and
students with information that will help them
make better-informed choices. I strongly
support the thrust of this important report
and look forward to working with Secretary
Spellings, the higher education community,
the Congress, and the States to ensure that
our higher education system remains the fin-
est in the world.

America’s colleges and universities have al-
ways played an important role in advancing
innovation, opportunity, and prosperity
throughout our Nation and the world. We
must all work to provide our students with
the knowledge and skills they need to shape
a hopeful future for our country.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this state-
ment.

Statement on the Death of Byron
Nelson

September 26, 2006

I was saddened to learn today of the pass-
ing of Byron Nelson. Byron Nelson was a
legend in the game of golf, setting extraor-
dinary standards for excellence on the
course. More importantly, he was a true gen-
tleman and role model for generations of
golfers. Laura and I join fellow Texans and
the sports world in extending our sympathies
to his wife, Peggy, and his family and friends.



